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Dear Editor,
With this communication we submit our manuscript (as part of the oral presentationto be conducted at the 22nd FFC) titled: High light bio-fortification stimulates de novo synthesis of resveratrol in Diplotaxis tenuifolia (wild rocket) micro-greens, by Loedolff et al.
The work is currently not under review for publication elsewhere nor has it been previously published.

We describe here a simple method toward bio-fortification of Diplotaxis tenuifolia (wild rocket) micro-greens, via environmental manipulation (using high light). Fresh produce is not always easily accessible and/or difficult to distribute. Results described in this manuscript focus on fresh wild rocket micro-greens. Outcomes thus far have indicated (i) unambiguous increases in polyphenolic content by high light-stimulation, (ii) accumulation of previously undocumented polyphenolics and, (iii) consequent increases in anti‑oxidant capacity.  
During the course of our investigations, the analyses of extracted phenolic compounds (conducted with high-throughput LC-MS/MS to quantify and/or identify compounds) revealed consistent accumulation of reseveratrol in wild rocket micro-greens propagated under high light. This is, to our knowledge, the first report of resveratrol identified in rocket species, amongst other documented/undocumented compounds (catechin, epicatechin, kaempferol, quercetin and isorhamnetin). 
The discovery of these previously undocumented polyphenolic compounds in rocket (micro-greens) is deemed of significant interest for further research to determine the chemoprotective effects of lyophilized micro‑greens extracts on a range of cancer cell lines, and we propose that this system of phytochemical enhancement could potentially generate a non-genetically modified, bio-fortified product (either in fresh or lyophilized form) to be used as a functional food/food product featuring in preventative strategies regarding non-communicable diseases.

The choice of reviewers was based on a simple search (last seven-years, www.highwire.stanford.edu) using keywords linked to our study (Eruca, Diplotaxis, light, phenolics, nutrition) to identify authors who have recently published works in these fields. I confirm no conflcit of interest with any of the designated reviewers.
Potential reviewers could be considered as follow;

(1) Izabela Konczak, Ph.D. Senior Research Scientist,  
11 Julius Avenue, North Ryde NSW 2113, Australia 

e-mail: i.konczak@unsw.edu.au
(2) Robert Henry, Professor and Director
      Alliance for Agriculture and Food Innovation, University of Queensland, Australia

      e-mail: robert.henry@uq.edu.au
(3) Jing-Ke Weng, Assistant Professor of Biology 
Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research, Cambridge, MIT
e-mail: wengj@wi.mit.edu
List of email addresses for author list:

Ms J Brooks 16967062@sun.ac.za
Dr M Stander lcms@sun.ac.za
Dr S Peters swpeters@sun.ac.za
Prof J Kossmann kossmann@sun.ac.za
I trust that our submission will receive your consideration and look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely, 
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Dr. Bianke Loedolff (Communicating author)
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